THE SEVENTIES SOUNO 


by PAUL RAYMOND 


PAUL RAYMOND has been 
organist with the Chicken Shack 
for the past year and is now an 
integral part of their sound, His 
musical ties with Stan Webb are 
very close and their relationship 
has produced a strong songwriting 
team. The group have a new 
album issued on May 8 entitled 
‘Accept’. 

“Change is a necessary thing 
and as we move into the Seventies 
we can expect a lot of things to 
be different than in the Sixties. 
Attitudes have changed, for one 
thing — there is far less prudery in 
Britain, more interest shown in 
world events by young people, etc. 


The music scene, too, has changed. , 


“Albums outsell singles, the 
music that fills the ballrooms and 
concert halls is of a different 
calibre than the pure pop of: the 
sixties, song lyrics generally have a 
more intelligent content than the 
old moon and June numbers, A 
whole new scene has been created. 
Singles are far less important and 
they certainly don’t reflect what is 
happening musically in Britain 
today. 

“However, in some quarters 
there has been no change. The 
mass media in general is still living 
in the past, still considers the 
single charts as the bible of show 
business. 

“There are a lot of very 
important artists who can't even 
be bothered making singles. 

“As far as we're concerned, 


we're wondering whether there is 
any point in releasing another 
single. We certainly have trouble 
getting adequate exposure on the 
BBC. With ‘Maudie’ we tried to 
make a commercial single, it was 
far more commercial than the 
other Chicken Shack singles — but 
we couldn't get the plays. So we 
don’t know where to go from 
there, there doesn't seem much 
point in releasing singles if they're 
not going to get the plugs. The 
way | see it, when singles come 
into the BBC they think ‘That's 
Chicken Shack, that's John Peel's 
department’. It's an automatic 
mental attitude. 

“This situation probably exists, 
because the producers pick the 
records, | don’t think DJs have 
much say on their own shows, 
which is wrong. 

“Disc jockeys are more aware 
of what is happening in music, 
they go out and see artists 
perform. They should be left to 
choose whichever records they 
want and leave the producers in 
the studios handling the technical 
side of things. 

“The BBC seems to be 
completely out of touch. I'd like 
to see more attention given to 
albums — perhaps even an album 
spot on ‘Top of the Pops’. Being 
in a position of monopoly the 
BBC can help to aid the rising 
standard of music instead of 
hammering wallpaper music down 
everyone's throats.” 


